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Easington  Rural  District. 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  THE 

Year  ended  31st  December,  1942. 


Easington, 

Co.  Durham, 
June,  1943. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Acceding  to  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health  this  Report  must  needs  be  a brief  one. 

Considering  the  conditions  under  which  people 
are  living  in  this  country  at  present,  the  health 
of  the  community  as  a whole,  remains  remark- 
ably good.  Severe  outbreaks  of  infectious  diseases 
were  anticipated  as  a result  of  the  abnormal  con- 
ditions under  which  people  are  living,  but  apart 
from  an  unfortunate  outbreak  of  diphtheria  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  year,  with  a relatively  low  mort- 
ality rate,  statistics  show,  if  anything,  that  infec- 
tious diseases  played  a less  important  part  in  the 
health  of  the  community  than  usual. 
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This  district,  in  common  with  the  rest  of  the 
country  showed  a marked  increase  in  the  incidence 
of  scabies,  but  the  Council  immediately  operated 
a scheme  whereby  the  problem  was  tackled  so 
energetically  that  the  request  for  powers  to  make 
scabies  a compulsorily  notifiable  disease  were 
quite  unnecessary. 

I would  record  the  fact  that  the  local  Council 
are  alert  to  the  huge  demands  which  will  need  to 
be  met  after  the  war  with  reference  to  the  question 
of  housing. 

Like  other  Local  Authorities,  we  would 
appreciate  some  declared  policy  by  the  Govern- 
ment with  reference  to  catering  for  infectious 
tubercular  cases  in  the  housing  question,  since 
this  vexed  problem  should  have  been  solved  long 
ago  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  on  the  fortunately 
few  occasions  that  the  Casualty  Service  section 
of  the  Civil  Defence  scheme  operated,  it  functioned 
satisfactorily. 

Finally,  I desire  to  take  this  opportunity  of 
conveying  my  sincere  thanks  to  each  member  of 
the  Council  for  the  co-operation  and  courtesy 
they  have  shown  to  me  at  all  times. 

Yours  truly, 

W.  V.  MACFARLANE, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health . 
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CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  34,653 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1942) 

according  to  Rate  Book  ...  ...  20,999 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  £301,010 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate  ...  ...  £1,121 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 
Births  : — Live  Births. 


Male. 

Female. 

Total 

Legitimate 

... 

722 

709 

1431 

Illegitimate 

... 

30 

*27 

57 

752 

736 

1488 

Birth  rate  per  1000  estimated  resident  population 

19.84. 

Still-Births — 

Legitimate  ...  ...  26  36  62 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  1 — 1 

27  36  63 

Rate  per  1000  total  births  42.3. 

Infantile  Mortality. 

Infants  under  1 year — 

Legitimate  ...  ...  53  30  83 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  — 2 2 

53  32  85 

Death  rate  of  all  infants  under  one  year 
per  1000  live  births  57. 
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Death  rate  of  legitimate  infants  under  one 
year  per  1000  legitimate  live  births  58. 

Death  rate  of  illegitimate  infants  under  one 
year  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births  35. 


Deaths. 
Total  Deaths 


Male.  Female.  Total. 
449  359  808 


Death  rate  per  1,000  population  10.8. 


infectious  diseases. 

Diphtheria. — 309  cases  were  notified,  associated 
with  which  were  9 deaths  in  1942,  as  compared 
with  124  notifications  and  11  deaths  in  1941. 

Scarlet  Fever. — As  compared  with  60  noti- 
fications in  1941,  170  cases  were  notified  in  1942. 
Complications  were  few,  and  the  mortality  rate 
was  nil. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of 
cases  notified  and  deaths  recorded  from  Diph- 
theria and  Scarlet  Fever  during  the  past  five 
vears  : — 


Year 

Diphtheria 

Scarlet  Fever 

Notifications 

Deaths 

Notifications 

Deaths 

1938 

682 

39 

423 

3 

1939 

418 

22 

jLt  JmJ 

187 

Nil 

1940 

195 

10 

83 

Nil 

1941 

124 

1 1 

60 

Nil 

1942 

309 

9 

170 

Nil 
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Measles. — Towards  the  end  of  the  year  an  out- 
break of  measles  occurred,  and  although  there 
were  655  cases,  no  deaths  were  recorded. 

Outbreak  of  Diphtheria.— During  the  latter 
half  of  the  year  a severe  outbreak  of  diphtheria 
occurred.  It  was  apparent  from  the  beginning 
that  the  disease  was  of  a serious  type,  and  with 
the  helpful  co-operation  of  the  Medical  Director 
of  the  Sunderland  Royal  Infirmary,  Pathological 
Department  (Dr.  Cookson),  and  the  chief  Medical 
Advisor  to  a large  research  department  of  a 
London  organisation,  it  was  established  that  the 
disease  was  of  the  Gravis  type.  The  mortality 
rate  was  remarkably  low,  but  the  commoner 
types  of  complications  associated  with  diphtheria 
occurred  much  earlier  in  the  illness  than  usual. 

Over  200  cases  were  notified,  and  the  case 
mortality  rate  was  2.9%. 

Perusal  of  Table  1 shows  that  the  disease  was 
restricted  mainly  to  Easington  Colliery,  and 
investigation  revealed  that  a virulent  strain  of 
diphtheria  had  been  imported  from  three  different 
towns  in  the  Midlands.  The  Local  Authority  in 
each  of  these  towns  was  immediately  made 
familiar  with  the  facts. 


CASES  OF  DIPHTHERIA  NOTIFIED  EACH  MONTH  DURING  1942. 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation  Campaign. 

Synchronising  with  the  outbreak  of  diphtheria 
the  Council  launched  an  intensive  diphtheria 
immunisation  campaign,  since  a rough  survey 
revealed  that  the  child  population,  from  the 
diphtheria  immunity  standpoint,  was  totally  un- 
prepared to  meet  such  an  outbreak. 

The  campaign  embodied  personal  contact 
with  parents  through  General  Practitioners,  Clergy, 
Head  Teachers,  Health  Visitors  and  the  Women’s 
Voluntary  Service.  To  those  people  we  are  much 
indebted  for  the  excellent  propaganda  work  which 
they  have  rendered.  Tn  addition,  propaganda 
was  carried  still  further  through  such  channels 
as  the  Cinema  (where  slides  were  shown  for  the 
period  of  one  month),  a loudspeaker  van  kindly 
supplied  by  the  Ministry  of  Information  (this van 
patrolled  every  street  in  every  village  in  the 
district),  a circular  letter  to  parents,  hundreds 
of  posters  which  were  displayed  on  public  hoard- 
ings, and  in  all  shops,  etc.,  and  finally,  the  co- 
operation of  the  Press  was  sought  in  this  matter. 
At  the  time  of  preparing  this  Report,  the  assist- 
ance of  the  Press  is  still  being  obtained,  and  a 
notice  appears  weekly  in  the  local  Press,  and  will 
continue  to  do  so  for  the  period  of  one  year. 
The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  addressed  various 
meetings  personally  on  this  problem. 


Results  of  Immunisation  Campaign. 

It  is  perhaps  too  early  to  assess  the  true 
results  of  the  Campaign,  but  a general  conclusion 
can  be  drawn,  which  unfortunately,  is  not  en- 
couraging, as  shown  in  the  following  statistics  : 


12 


No.  of  Children  completely  immunised  7609 
No.  of  Children  partly  immunised 

(carried  forward  to  current  year)  1853 
No.  of  Children  where  immunisation  was 

refused  by  parents  ...  ...  368 

The  above  statistics  confirm  one  fact,  namely, 
that  the  poor  response  could  not  be  attributed 
to  any  great  extent  to  the  refusal  by  parents  to 
have  their  children  immunised.  Rather  can  it 
be  regarded  as  a mixture  of  apathy  and  ignorance 
on  the  part  of  parents. 

Despite  the  fact  that  parents  have  been 
repeatedly  warned  that  diphtheria  is  one  of  the 
principal  killing  diseases  in  pre-school  children, 
they  still  adopt  the  attitude  that  they  would 
prefer  to  wait  until  the  child  goes  to  school  before 
immunisation  is  carried  out. 

The  attitude  of  bereaved  parents  is  illumin- 
ating. To  quote  a few  examples — When  parents 
were  asked  why  their  child  who  had  died  in  the 
local  Isolation  Hospital  had  not  been  immunised, 
they  stated  that  they  had  completed  the  “ consent 
form  " a good  few  months  ago,  but  must  have 
mislaid  it  ! Likewise,  we  had  the  case  of  a father 
whose  child  had  died  from  diphtheria  in  the  local 
Isolation  Hospital  being  asked  if  he  would  not 
change  his  views  on  the  question  of  immunisation, 
and  have  his  other  children  completely  immun- 
ised, replying  that  he  preferred  not  to  have  his 
children  experimented  upon  ! 

It  is  my  opinion  that  the  propaganda  methods 
which  have  already  been  employed  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health  will  be  quite  ineffective  in  attaining 
the  75%  immunity  desired  amongst  the  child 
community  in  Easington  Rural  District,  and  this 
would  appear  to  be  the  experience  of  various 
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Medical  Officers  of  Health  in  this  district.  Mean- 
while, children  continue  to  die  from  diphtheria, 
and  the  attitude  of  parents  who  have  not  had 
their  children  immunised  is  such  that  it  will 
require  stronger  methods  than  those  already 
recommended  by  the  Ministry  of  Health.  Even 

t * 

the  severe  outbreak  of  diphtheria,  which  in  its 
way  was  an  incentive  to  further  the  immunisation 
campaign  was  insufficient  to  stimulate  sufficient 
interest  in  many  parents  in  this  district. 

During  the  year  494  cases  were  admitted  to 
Thorpe  Isolation  Hospital.  Those  comprised 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  411 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  48 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  ...  ...  4 

Pneumonia 
Erysipelas 
Para-typhoid 

Cerebro-Spina  1 Meningitis 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

There  were  22  deaths 
Hospital  as  follows  : — 

Easington  R.D. 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  9 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  ...  ...  3 

Para-typhoid  ...  ...  ...  1 

Seaham  U.D. 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  (i 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  ...  ...  3 

From  Seaham  Urban  District,  155  cases  were 
admitted  to  Thorpe  Isolation  Hospital  during 

the  year,  suffering  from  the  following  diseases 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  144 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  (i 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  ...  ...  3 

Bacteriological  examinations  made  during  the 
year  were  as  follows  : 

Total  Positive  Negative 
Phthisis  ...  205  27  178 

Diphtheria  ...  57  6 51 

Para-typhoid  2 — 2 


it  Thorpe  Isolation 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases  during  1942. 


Ago  Periods 

Fem 

ales 

Males 

Pul  nr a ry 

Non- 

Pulm’ary 

Pulm’ary 

Non- 

Pulm’ary 

Under  1 year 





__ 

1 

1 and  under  5 

— 

4 

— 

4 

5 ,,  ,,  10 

— 

9 

1 

10 

10  ,,  ,,  15 

•) 

9 

— 

6 

15  ,,  ,,  20 

6 

6 

8 

6 

20  ,,  ,,  25 

11 

2 

3 

9 

jLi 

25  „ „ 35 

8 

2 

6 

3 

35  ,,  ,,  45 

4 

3 

4 

1 

45  ,,  ,,  05 

3 

— 

r-i 

/ 

— 

65  and  upwards 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

34 

35 

29 

33 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of 
cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  at  the  end  of  each 
year  for  the  past  four  years  : — 


Year 

Pulmonary 

Non -Pulmonary 

Total 

1939 

192 

302 

494 

1 940 

197 

323 

520 

1941 

212 

357 

569 

1942 

260 

419 

679 

The  Council  are  seriously  perturbed  at  the 
increase  in  the  amount  of  Tuberculosis  in  the 
district,  and  perusal  of  the  above  statistics  shows 
the  gravity  of  the  situation. 

In  many  cases  appalling  housing  conditions 
will  as  far  as  Tuberculosis  is  concerned  reveal  its 
true  state  of  affairs  after  the  War,  since  hopeless 


THORPE  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 


District 

Total  Admissions. 

Deaths 

Of  Total  Admissions 

Diseases 

Not  Confirmed 

Diphtheria 

Scarlet  Fever 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Para-typhoid 

Cebro -Spinal  Meningitis 

| Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Measles 

j Pemphigus 

Laryngitis 

Acute  Anaemia 

Septic  Tonsilitis 

Poliomyelitis 

3 

1 

*s 

1 

43 

& 

ft 

Scarlet  Fever 

J Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

O 

= 

P 

<u 

& 

Erysipelas 

Para-typhoid 

Cebro -Spinal  Meningitis 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Pemphigus 

Measles 

Diabetic  Coma 

(compl.  of  Meningitis) 

Epilepsy 

Tubercular  Meningitis 

Enteritis 

Diphtheria 

Scarlet  Fever 

Puerpera’  Pyrexia 

Erysipelas 

Para-typhoid 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1942 

Easington  Rural  District 
Seaham  Urban  District 

267 

144 

42 

6 

4 

5 

4 

16 

i 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

H 

- 

9 

- 

- 

i 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- ) 

- 

- 

6 

- 

- 

- 

2 

6 

- 

1941 

Easington  Rural  District 
Seaham  Urban  District 

212 

72 

50 

15 

9 

1 

4 

2 

26 

19 

4 

; M 

2 

2 

i 

- 

_ 

5 

6 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

■ - 

i 

i 

i 

i 

- 

- 

- 

10 

3 

- 

; ' 

7 

3 

- 

1940 

Easington  Rural  District 
Seaham  Urban  District 

238 

19 

47 

3 

8 

2 

2 

6 

1 

19 

7 

- 

3 

3 

- 

l 

i 

i 

- 

- 

- 

9 

2 

- 

i 

1 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

16 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

- 

1939 

Easington  Rural  District 
Seaham  Urban  District 

519 

34 

no 

14 

8 

1 

3 

3 

1 

4 

1 

6 

3 

- 

- 

i 

- 

- 

2 

2 

2 

- 

25 

3 

-1- 

1 

i 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

i 

i 

l 

67 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

15—16—17 
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housing  conditions  is  one  of  the  factors  conducive 
towards  the  seeds  of  Tuberculosis  being  sown 
amongst  younger  members  of  a household,  and 
the  harvest  which  one  can  expect  in  years  to 
come  directly  attributable  to  this  factor,  is  any- 
thing but  a pleasing  prospect. 

The  possibility  of  obtaining  hospital  accom- 
modation for  advanced  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
cases  is  at  present  tragic,  and  cases  are  allowed 
to  die  at  home  where  often  there  are  young 
children.  In  all  fairness  I would  point  out  that 
Durham  County  Council  have  done  their  best  to 
obtain  additional  hospital  accommodation  but 
it  would  appear  that  this  is  not  forthcoming. 

SCABIES. 

As  a result  of  the  Local  Authority’s  attention 
being  drawn  to  the  unduly  large  number  of  cases 
of  scabies  in  the  area,  four  Centres  for  the  treat- 
ment of  scabies  were  established  in  the  month  of 
September. 

Using  powers  granted  under  the  Emergency 
Powers  (Defence)  Statutory  Rules  and  Orders, 
1941,  No.  1724,  Paragraph  2,  Section  2 : — where 
a case  of  scabies  was  notified  to  this  department, 
the  entire  occupants  of  the  household  were 
summoned  to  the  Centre  where  they  were  examined 
by  a general  practitioner.  Accurate  records  were 
kept  and  those  who  were  “ infected  ” were,  in 
accordance  with  the  Order,  requested  to  present 
themselves  for  treatment  at  the  nearest  Centre. 
On  account  of  the  scattered  nature  of  the  district, 
transport  was  provided  where  parents  with  large 
families  could  not  afford  the  travelling  expenses 
involved.  The  treatment  was  that  adopted  uni- 
versally for  the  disease,  and  the  results  proved 
highly  satisfactory  as  the  following  statistics 
show  : — 


No.  of  people  summoned  for  examination  587 
No.  of  people  found  to  be  suffering 

from  scabies  ...  ...  ...  392 

No.  of  people  cured  of  the  disease  ...  359 

The  number  of  re-infections  was  1.05%  for 
the  entire  area. 

General  Observations. 

The  value  of  examination  of  the  entire 
household  personnel  is  proved  by  the  fact  that 
2.15  persons  per  household  were  found  to  be 
suffering  from  scabies,  in  addition  to  the  known 
case  in  that  household. 

The  attitude  of  the  Public  to  these  compul- 
sory powers  was  interesting.  While  the  Centres 
for  treatment,  mainly  “ Cleansing  Stations,”  were 
far  from  ideal,  the  original  antipathy  was  not 
evidenced  to  the  same  extent  ultimately.  A 
small  percentage  did  object  to  the  complete  lack 
of  privacy  and  to  the  unsatisfactory  conditions 
under  which  treatment  was  administered,  but 
by  far  the  majority  complied  with  the  wishes  of 
the  staff  who  were  administering  the  treatment 
at  the  Centre.  It  was  not  found  necessary  to 
prosecute  any  individual,  although  difficulties 
were  encountered  with  a few  who  defaulted  when 
carrying  out  the  treatment. 

It  will  be  noticed  from  what  has  already 
been  said  that  no  powers  were  sought  from  the 
Ministry  whereby  this  disease  was  made  com- 
pulsorily notifiable,  since,  if  the  problem  is 
approached  correctly  with  the  patient,  the  major- 
ity will  co-operate. 

The  average  duration  of  time  required  before 
a cure  was  finally  obtained  can  not  be  truly 
assessed,  since  some  of  the  cases  suffered  from 
other  conditions — the  two  principal  concomitant 
conditions  being  vermin  and  impetigo. 
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Despite  advice  given  on  the  matter,  we  have 
not  deviated  from  the  policy  whereby  all  clothing, 
bedding,  etc.  is  disinfected. 


The  Council  express  their  gratitude  to  the 
people  who  volunteered  in  assisting  in  the  treat- 
ment of  scabies  at  the  various  Centres.  Members 
from  the  Civil  Defence  Casualty  Services  together 
with  members  from  the  Women’s  Voluntary 
Service  rendered  excellent  work  at  all  times  in 
these  Centres. 


THORPE  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

Alterations  have  been  carried  out  with  refer- 
ence to  hours  and  payment  re  the  nursing 
and  domestic  staff.  No  Nurse  works  longer  than 
48  hours  per  week  ; she  receives  21  days  holiday  ‘ 
with  pay,  in  addition  to  which,  under  special 
circumstances,  e.g.,  family  bereavement,  additional 
leave  may  be  granted  on  the  instructions  of  the 
Council,  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  or,  in 
his  absence,  the  Matron. 


The  Council  have  long  felt  that  Nurses  were 
inadequately  paid,  and  as  a result  introduced  a 
revised  scale  of  salaries  for  Nurses  which  compares 
more  than  favourably  with  other  Isolation  Hos- 
pitals in  the  Country. 


The  Council  is  fully  alive  to  the  fact  that 
billeting  accommodation  for  the  nursing  staff  is 
totally  inadequate.  Plans  were  made  with  a 
view  to  persuading  the  Ministry  of  Health  to 
grant  a pre-fabricated  building,  as  a result  of 
which  the  bulk  of  the  nursing  staff  would  be 
resident  at  the  Hospital.  It  was  unfortunate 
that  the  Ministry  could  not  see  their  way  to 
accede  to  this  request. 
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Laboratory  Facilities. 

This  can  be  roughly  classed  as  follows  : — 

1 * Routine  laboratory  work  for  the  local 
Isolation  Hospital  and  General  Practi- 
tioners is  now  carried  out  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  at  the  Hospital.  A lab- 
oratory was  established  there  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  year  and  has  more  than  proved 
its  value. 

2.  More  complicated  laboratory  work  is  carried 
out  by  I)r.  Cookson,  Medical  Director  of 
the  Pathological  Department  Sunderland 
Royal  Infirmary. 

3.  General  Practitioners  in  the  area  can  at 
any  time,  by  arrangement,  contact  Dr. 
Cookson,  to  whom  they  can  forward  speci- 
mens, or  seek  his  advice  with  reference  to 
obtaining  pathological  specimens  for  exam- 
ination. 

In  passing,  I would  take  this  opportunity  of 
thanking  Dr.  Cookson  of  the  Sunderland  Royal 
Infirmary,  for  the  excellent  assistance  which  he 
rendered  in  connection  with  the  establishment  of 
the  laboratory  and  its  functioning  ever  since. 

A.R.P.— Casualty  Services. 

As  a result  of  a reduction  in  the  number  of 
full  time  personnel  the  number  of  part  time 
volunteers  has  been  considerably  increased.  Part 
time  personnel  were  placed  on  a proper  rota  basis 
whereby  they  were  asked  to  do  between  24  and  48 
hours  per  month.  Subsistence  allowance  was 
paid  in  lieu  of  meals  where  personnel  were  station- 
ed at  some  considerable  distance  from  their  own 
homes. 
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A syllabus  of  training  was  introduced,  which 
syllabus  particularly  emphasised  modern  methods 
of  First  Aid  treatment  as  applied  to  the  treatment 
of  Air  Raid  casualties. 

The  conditions  of  the  buildings  in  which  the 
personnel  are  billeted  were  improved,  but  con- 
ditions are  only  passable,  and  buildings  which 
would  meet  our  requirements  are  impossible  to 
obtain  in  this  area. 

Speaking  generally,  the  Local  Authority  may 
rest  assured  that  they  have  done  everything  with 
a view  to  possessing  an  efficient  Casualty  Service, 
but  100%  efficiency  can  never  be  attained  in  such 
a Service  for  obvious  reasons. 

Water  Analysis. 

Arrangements  were  made  whereby  all  sources 
of  drinking  water  in  the  area  are  sampled  on  a 
routine  basis.  Expert  advice  was  sought  on  the 
matter,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  report  that  at  all 
times  the  standard  of  purity  of  the  drinking  water 
has  been  satisfactory. 

Emergency  drinking  water  supplies  have 
likewise  been  analysed  and  as  a result,  alternative 
arrangements  have  had  to  be  made  in  many  parts 
of  the  District.  The  value  of  having  emergency 
drinking  water  analysed  was  brought  home  very 
forcibly,  since  barely  50%  of  the  various  sources 
earmarked  could  really  be  regarded  as  fit  for 
human  consumption  even  after  chlorination. 

Appointment  of  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Assistant. 

On  5th  October,  1942,  the  Council  appointed 
Mr.  J.  Pritchard  as  Sanitary  Inspector’s  assistant, 
the  bulk  of  whose  duties  are  associated  with 
disinfection  and  disinfestation.  The  appointment 
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has  been  amply  justified  in  as  much  as  it  has 
enabled  the  qualified  Sanitary  Inspectors  to 
carry  out  their  own  duties. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


Typical  Chemical  Analysis  and  Bacteriological 
Examination  of  the  Water  Supply. 

CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS. 

Parts  per  100,000 


Total  Solids  ...  ...  ...  47.50 

Chlorine  as  Chloride  ...  ...  ...  6.80 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  ...  ...  0.29 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrites  ...  ...  nil 

Free  Ammonia  ...  ...  ...  0.0008 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ...  ...  0.0010 

Oxygen  Absorbed  (3  hrs.  at  37°C.)  ...  0.0020 

Alkalinity  as  Calcium  Carbonate  ...  27.70 

Total  Hardness  (degrees)  ...  ...  28.40 

Colour  (Hazen  degrees)  ...  ...  nil 

Suspended  Matter  ...  ...  ...  nil 

Iron  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION. 

Organisms  visible  on  agar  after  48  hours  incubation  at 
37°C.  1 per  cc. 

Acid  and  Gas  production  in  Lactose  Bile  Broth, 
48  hours  at  37°C.,  1 cc.  nil,  10  ccs.  nil,  100  ccs.  nil. 


Observations. 

The  sample  is  of  a high  order  of  organic 
purity,  and  it  is  of  good  and  wholesome  quality 
for  all  domestic  purposes. 

Public  Cleansing. 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  all  house  refuse, 
etc.,  is  carried  out  by  the  Cleansing  Department 
for  the  whole  area,  which  lias  been  in  operation  as 
a central  department  since  1932. 


For  cleansing  work  in  this  area  there  are  at 
present  five  Morris  Refuse  Collectors  and  four 
S.  and  D.  Freighters  engaged  full  time  together 
with  twenty-three  horse  drawn  vehicles.  All 
vehicles  for  cleansing  are  provided  with  iron 
sliding  covers  which  are  a protection  against 
spilling  of  the  refuse  and  also  a prevention  against 
an}^  dust  nuisance. 

The  disposal  of  the  refuse  is  semi -control led 
tipping,  this  being  done  in  layers  as  far  as  possible 
as  a precaution  against  fire  occurring. 

Since  the  end  of  April,  1940,  the  Cleansing 
Department  has  been  responsible  for  the  salvage 
of  paper,  metals,  rags,  bones  and  recently  with 
rubber,  and  records  have  proved  that  by  the 
amounts  disposed  of,  the  collection  of  salvage 
has  been  very  successful.  One  motor  vehicle  is 
wholly  engaged  on  salvage  collection  and  deliveries. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  district  has  been  regularly  inspected 
during  the  year  and  all  matters  needing  attention 
have  been  dealt  with  without  delay.  The 
following  is  a list  of  the  principal  nuisances  dealt 
with  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — 


N 

uisances,  etc. 

Abate 

Dwelling  Houses  (Foul  conditions) 

9 

Urn  • • • 

2 

Do.  (Structural  defects) 

30 

19 

Deposits  of  refuse  and  manure 

4 

3 

Waterclosets 

28 

22 

Defective  paving 

2 

L 

House  drainage 

43 

34 

Water  supply 

24 

22 

Smoke  nuisances 

2 

2 

Dustbins  required 

30 

17 

25 


Vejrminous  Houses. — Of  20  houses  disinfected 
for  the  presence  of  bed  bugs,  16  were  Council 
houses  and  4 private  dwellings.  The  usual  pro- 
prietary insecticide  and  fumigation  were  used. 


Rat  Infestation. — There  were  5 complaints  of 
rats  during  the  year  and  all  the  premises  were 
visited.  In  all  cases  baits  were  laid  and  advice 
given,  with  good  results. 


Smoke  and  Coal  Dust  Nuisances. — There  were 
no  complaints  during  the  year  relating  to  the 
Co-operative  Dairy,  Wellfield,  nor  was  any  ex- 
cessive emission  of  smoke  recorded  during  obser- 
vations which  were  kept  periodically.  In  view  of 
this,  it  is  evident  that  as  long  as  the  management 
use  only  coke  fuel  there  will  be  little  or  no  smoke 
nuisance. 

Complaints  were  received  from  householders 
near  Wingate  Colliery  alleging  serious  nuisance 
from  the  coal  cleaner.  Investigation  proved  this 
to  be  correct  and  a sub-committee  met  the  Colliery 
Manager  on  the  matter.  The  Colliery  Company 
realised  the  gravity  of  the  dust  nuisance  and 
decided  to  extend  the  plant  by  the  addition  of  an 
elevator  tower,  thereby  being  able  to  wash  all 
coal.  When  this  work  is  completed  it  is  hoped 
that  the  nuisance  will  be  abated,  but  unfortunately 
owing  to  lack  of  material  and  labour,  and  delay 
in  getting  permits  and  licences  for  same,  the  work 
is  not  yet  started.  I understand  that  the 
Company  are  pressing  the  appropriate  departments 
and  are  definitely  making  progress  towards  our 
objective. 

As  can  be  expected  in  war  time,  we  have  had 
no  complaint  of  nuisances  due  to  burning  pit 
heaps. 


Water  Supplies. — Fifteen  samples  of  water  were 
taken,  mostly  from  emergency  supplies.  Of  these 
four  samples  from  surface  wells  were  condemned 
as  unfit  for  human  consumption.  One  sample 
taken  from  the  mains  at  Wheatley  Hill  showed 
undesirable  elements  in  the  water,  but  after  col- 
laboration with  the  Colliery  Company  who  are 
the  water  undertakers  for  that  area,  further 
samples  proved  to  be  good  and  wholesome. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act. — Regular  inspection  of  all 
food  shops  was  carried  out  during  the  year  and 
wTere  found  to  be  generally  satisfactory.  Notices 
under  the  Act  asking  for  work  to  be  done  were 
sent  in  four  cases. 

Factories  and  Workshops  Act. — Factories  and 
Bakehouses  were  visited  regularly  and  in  several 
cases  informal  action  had  to  be  taken  for  renov- 
ations, etc. 

Lodging  Houses. — The  registered  lodging  house 
situated  in  Back  Lane,  Easington  Village  has  been 
vacated  and  is  not  now  being  used  for  that  purpose. 

HOUSING. 

The  desirability  of  providing  suitable  housing 
accommodation  for  100%  of  infectious  Tuber- 
cular cases  has  already  been  referred  to,  but 
building  construction,  etc.,  is  at  a standstill  in 
war  time.  As  much  as  the  Local  Authoritv  can 
do  (and  they  are  fully  alive  to  the  fact)  is  to  have 
a scheme  prepared  whereby  building  can  commence 
immediately  permission  is  received  from  the 
Government.  Housing  and  health  can  never  be 
disassociated,  and  while  the  health  circumstances 
for  this  area,  and  the  Country  as  a whole,  are 
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eminently  satisfactory,  all  things  considered,  it 
would  be  wrong  to  assume  that  such  fortunate 
circumstances  will  prevail  indefinitely. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OE  FOOD. 

The  system  of  control  adopted  by  the  Govern- 
ment in  January,  1940,  over  the  purchase  and 
slaughter  of  fat  stock  and  distribution  of  meat 
from  specified  Slaughter  Houses  continues  in 
force  and  there  is  little  to  add  to  my  Reports  of 
1940  and  1941  by  way  of  explanatory  outline. 

Reference  has  not  previously  been  made  to 
the  appointment  of  a body  of  Technical  Advisers 
by  the  Ministry  of  Food  in  conjunction  with  this 
scheme.  This  appointment  was  made  in  an  effort 
to  secure  “ uniformity  in  applying  the  criteria  of 
meat  inspection  " throughout  the  country  and  one 
modification  resulting  therefrom  has  been  the 
temporary  adoption  in  part  of  the  Scottish  Meat 
Regulations.  This  together  with  the  urgent  need 
and  desire  to  avoid  any  unnecessary  waste  has 
resulted  in  the  saving  of  appreciable  quantities 
of  meat.  1 wish  to  record  this  in  order  to  account 
for  a slight,  but  undeniable  lowering  of  standard 
as  to  what  may  or  may  not,  be  passed  as  tit  for 
human  consu nipt i oi i . 

The  practice  of  sending  old,  casualty  and 
mart  reject  animals  into  the  Abattoir  for  possible 
salvage  accounts  for  much  unsound  meat.  Such 
animals  would  usually  in  pre-war  years  have  found 
their  way  to  a knacker’s  yard. 

Stock  slaughtered  during  the  year  and  the 
incidence  of  disease  is  recorded  in  tabular  form 
below.  Bo  vines  and  Sheep  slaughtered  were 
roughly  similar  to  last  year's  figures,  but  there 
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was  a big  drop  in  tlic  number  of  pigs  forwarded 
through  the  collecting  centre.  Animals  slaugh- 
tered subject  to  the  issue  of  licences  by  the  Food 
Control  Committee  appear  as  separate  figures. 

Bearing  in  mind  something  of  the  hazards  of 
the  long  journey  to  this  country,  it  is  to  be  re- 
gretted that  much  of  the  tinned  food  condemned 

O 

throughout  the  area  was  decomposed  following 
perforation  and  damage  of  the  containers  due  to 
faulty  packing  and  handling  at  some  point. 

Appreciation  is  expressed  of  the  help  and 
courtesy  received  by  the  Inspector  from  all 
officials  at  the  Abattoir. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  sl’ghtered 
at  Government 
Slaughter  House , 

2197  plus 
25  Cas’lties 

317  plus 
60  Cas’lties 

521  plus 
21  Cas’lties 

10943  plus 
122  Cs’lties 

167  plus 

49  Cas’lties 

Number  sl’ghtered 
under  private 
license 

— 

■ 

545 

Whole  carcases 
condemned  (T.B. 
only) 

2 

5 plus 

4 Casualties 

1 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 
(T.B.  only) 

2 

53 

3 

— 

12 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  T.B. 

9.73% 

0-55% 

— 

5.55% 

Carcases  condem- 
ned (All  diseases 
excluding  T.B.) 

1 Casualty 

4 Casualties 

2 

16  plus 

13  Cas’lties 

1 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
condemned(All  condi- 
tions other  than  T.B.) 

125 

2 

73 

12 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other  than 
T.B. 

4.81% 

0.37% 

0.66% 

5.55% 
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Summary  of  Meat  and  Other 
during  Year  Ending  31st 


Foods  Condemned 
December,  J942. 


Sts. 

lbs. 

5 

Carcases  of  Cow  Beef  ... 

172 

5 

Generalized 

Tuberculosis 

4 

Carcases  of  Cow  Beef 
(Casualties) 

111 

7 

Generalized 

Tuberculosis 

Flanks  Cow  Beef 

6 

9 

Tuberculosis 

1 

Carcase  Heifer  Beef 

33 

6 

Generalized 

Tuberculosis 

Foreqrts.  Heifer  Beef  ... 

26 

0 

Tuberculosis 

1 

Carcase  Bullock  Beef  ... 

42 

6 

Generalized 

Tuberculosis 

Fores  & Flanks  Bullock 
Beef 

Organs  and  Offal  of  above 

30 

10 

Tuberculosis 

Carcases 

168 

13 

Tuberculosis 

1 08 

Beast  Heads  and  Tongues 

230 

3 

Tu  berculosis 

242 

Beast  Lungs 

156 

10 

Tuberculosis 

20 

Beast  Livers 

17 

0 

Tuberculosis 

2 

Carcases  Cow  Beef 

(Casualty) 

47 

12 

J ohnes  Disease 
with  Emaciat‘n 

1 

Carcase  Cow  Beef 

(Casualty) 

33 

0 

Septic 

Pericarditis 

1 

Carcase  Cow  Beef 

(Casualty) 

35 

12 

Septic  condition 
following  injury 

1 

Carcase  Heifer  Beef 

(Casualty) 

24 

11 

Glandular, 
Leucocythemia 
with  Johnes 

Organs  and  Offal  of  above 
Carcases 

Fores,  Flanks  and  Hinds 

40 

9 

Lj 

Beef 

41 

10 

Bruising 

Flank  and  Leg  of  Beef  ... 

3 

7 

Abscesses 

Home  and  Imported  Beef 

76 

9 

Bone -Taint, 
Decomposition 

Sundry  Beast  Offal 

7 

1 

Congestion, 

Contamination 

etc. 

30 


64 

Beast  Livers  and  Pieces 

63 

4 

Cirrhosis, 

42 

Beast  Lungs 

27 

4 

Angioma 
Abscesses  etc. 
Cysts,  etc. 

8 

Beast  Heads  and  Tongues 

17 

0 

Actinomycosis 

l 

Beast  Head  and  Tongue 

1 

3 

Abscess 

16 

Carcases  Mutton 
(8  Casualties)... 

55 

13 

Congestion  and 

0 

Carcases  Mutton 
(3  Casualties)... 

14 

9 

Decomposition 

Dropsy  and 

4 

Carcases  Mutton 
(2  Casualties)... 

13 

0 

Emaciation 

Multiple 

Pieces  of  Mutton 

2 

7 

Abscesses, 
severe  bruising 
Bruising, 

Sundry  Sheep  Offal 

28 

9 

Abscesses 

Parasitic 

1 

Carcase  Sow  Pig 

15 

0 

Infection 

Decomposition 

Generalized 

l 

Carcase  Pork  Pig 

1 

5 

Tuberculosis 

Emaciation 

11 

Pieces  of  Pork  ... 

Pig  Heads 

16 

12 

7 

Bruising 

Tuberculosis 

Sundry  Pork  Offal 

11 

0 

T.B.  Echino 

1 

Carcase  Calf 

I 

2 

cysts,  etc. 

I mmaturity 

1 

Carcase  Calf  (Casualty) 

9 

12 

Congestion  and 

Organs  and  Offal 

4 

1 

Decomposition 

Decomposition 

Calf  Heads  and  Lungs  ... 

1 

4 

Tuberculosis 

78 

Tins  Meat  Products 

95 

10 

Decomposition 

due  to  ‘ blown  ’ 
or  damaged  tins 
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Tins  Milk  

13 

8 Do. 

119 

Tins  Fruit 

14 

6 Do. 

124 

Tins  Vegetables 

8 

13  Do. 

37 

Tins  Fish  Products 

3 

1 1 Do. 

Sundry  Foodstuffs 

55 

1 Extensive  mould 

(Sausage,  etc.) 

Quantity  Codfish  and 

& Decomposition 

Coalfish 

5 

13  Decomposition 

Total 

1788 

7 

11  tons,  3 Cwts.,  4 Sts.,  7 Lbs. 
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Year  ending 

Weight 

of 

31st  December 

Condemned  Meat,  etc. 

1935 

2 

tons  7 cwts. 

1 st. 

8 

1936 

1 

3 „ 

2 

9 9 

12 

1937 

4 

13  „ 

1 „ 

l 

1938 

2 

1 „ 

6 ' „ 

3 

1939 

3 

,,  6 ,, 

5 ,, 

13 

1940 

21 

1 „ 

3 „ 

0 

1941 

17 

12  „ 

5 ,, 

9 

Lj 

1942 

11 

3 „ 

4 „ 

7 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

There  are 

3 pi 

roducers  of  Tuberculin 

4 

8 lbs. 


9 9 

9 9 

9 9 

9 9 

9 9 

99 


Milk  in  the  District,  19  producers  of  Accredited 
Milk  and  94  producers  of  non-designated  milk  ; 
a reduction  of  2 Accredited  and  2 Ordinary 

t / 

Producers  during  the  year. 


131  inspections  were  made  during  the  year 
of  premises  and  methods  of  production  and  the 
general  condition  of  farms  in  the  area  was  satis- 
factory in  most  cases.  Informal  action  was 
taken  in  a number  of  cases. 


The  pasteurizing  plant  at  Well  field  continues 
to  occupy  an  important  place  in  the  production 
of  a safe  milk  supply.  18  retailers  of  pasteurized 
milk  are  registered  with  this  Authority  under  the 
Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders  1936  and  1938. 


